
Accelerated Reader



Accelerated Reader: A Guide for Parents

In KS2 all children take part in the  Accelerated 
Reader programme, which is designed to:

• Help children to find books that are of a 
suitable level for them. 

• Encourage your child to read more and foster 
a love of reading. 

• Improve your child’s reading ability.



Every half term, children in KS2 take a Star Assessment, which is 
a computer-based test that measures a child’s reading ability 
through a series of questions.

Every test for every child is different, and the computer selects 
different questions for each child dependent on how well they 
answer the previous questions; the computer adapts the test to 
suit the child.

Once the child has completed the test, they are then given a 
ZPD score and points target by their teacher.

How does it work?



1) Children must  take their time. It is recommended that 
each child should spend at least 20 minutes on their test. 
KS2 children are used to working in timed conditions, but 
during a STAR test it is about concentration, focus and 
careful reading, rather than speed.

2) Children should not guess answers to questions. Instead, 
they should wait for the question to time out. This is to 
ensure the computer is not given a false impression of the 
child’s reading ability. 

3) Tests are done in exam conditions without any help from 
other children or the teacher. These assessments are only 
carried out at school (once a half term).

How STAR tests work





Earning Points
• Once children have completed their Star 

Assessment and have been set a target, they are 
ready to earn points. 

• Children can earn points by completing a  quiz on 
the book they have read.  

• An ‘average’ level of understanding would be 85% 
of the questions correct. 

• If children score at least 85%, they will be rewarded 
with full points towards their target. 

• Staff regularly monitor children’s reading using AR 
and can track children’s progress very closely. 

• Targets are reset each half term following a new 
Star Assessment. 

• Awards are given for a variety of achievements. 





All children should 
aim to get 85% of 
the quiz correct.

This is the amount of points your child is working towards. 
When they reach this, they will receive a reward and be 
set a new target.



How do children know which books to 
read?

The ‘ZPD’ or ‘Book Level’ tells the child which books are suitable. 

For example: if the ‘Book Level’ was 3.2 – 5.2, you could read any of 
the books below in green.

There are HUNDREDS of books available for children to read at their Book Level. 
These can be books at home, in class or from the library. 



In school…
Lots of books have already been labelled like the one 
below. Many are still to be labelled but this does not 
mean children can’t read them and earn points!

The number of the quiz you 
will take once you have 

read the book. Title of the book.

Author of the book.

Book level

Points earned for reading 
the book and completing 

the quiz.
LY - Lower Years (5-8 years), 

MY - Middle Years (9-13 years) 
UY - Upper Years (14+ years)



How to check if your child can earn points for reading a book:



Logging on to Accelerated Reader (as a child)



Connecting at Home



Email notifications





Millionaire’s Row



What can you do to help your child?

• Talk to them about what they are reading. 
• Keep reading to them. 
• Enjoy and share books together. 
• Model reading behaviours where possible. 
• Praise their achievements, whether it’s finishing a 

book, completing a quiz, scoring well etc. 
• Login to their AR via Home Connect and see how 

they’re getting on. 
• Contact your child’s teacher if you have any 

questions or concerns. 





Any questions?
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